
Portrait of First British Woman to win Nobel Prize added to National Portrait Gallery 

Collection 

 

Two years after Somerset-based photographers Anita Corbin and John O’Grady of  

Corbin O’Grady Studio saw 11 of their portraits on display at the prestigious National 

Portrait Gallery; Anita and John will now see another of their portraits depicting famous 

British scientists join the gallery’s Photographs Collection.   

 

Professor Dorothy Hodgkin was 

the First and only British 

Woman ever to have won a 

Nobel Prize for science, for her 

work on vitamins, Among her 

most influential discoveries 

were the confirmation of the 

structures of penicillin, vitamin 

B12 and insulin, and she was 

awarded the Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry (1964).  

Ludmilla Jordanova, who retired as a Trustee of the National Portrait Gallery in November 

2010, comments, “The inclusion of a female scientist in this archival collection is important 

both historically and as a role model for women who are keen to take up a career in science 

and so when the Corbin O’Grady Studio made the portrait available I was very pleased to be 

able to help purchase it for the Gallery. 

 

“The photographers have given careful thought to the visual idioms that are most 

appropriate for their subjects. In making their choices about angles, poses and settings, the 

photographers are providing everyone who sees these works with ideas that can prompt 

them to ask questions about science today.” 

 

Anita Corbin explains how the portraits came about, “The colour portraits were taken in 

1989 for the series “Science in Profile” commissioned by The British Council. The pictures 



were taken by my partner John O'Grady and me over a three month period. There were 24 

in total and the resulting set of portraits was exhibited in the early nineties all over the 

world but never in Britain. The large colour prints now form part of the Photographs 

Collection at The National Portrait Gallery.” 

 

There is another reason for Anita’s delight at the inclusion of Dorothy Hodgkin among the 

male scientists; Anita is now working on another significant project appropriately called First 

Women and looking at how women will be remembered over the past 100 years. In the 

years leading up to 2018, the 100th anniversary of Women’s Suffrage, Anita is shooting and 

collecting 100 iconic portraits of 21st century women who have achieved the landmark title 

“First Woman” across a range of fields.   

 

In 2018 Anita will launch the First Women travelling exhibition throughout the UK in 

celebration of 20th and 21st century women. The exhibition will feature three types of 

photography: portraiture, documentary and archive and will be linked to an interactive 

website as well as the publication of a beautiful photographic book. Each unique portrait 

will feature extended captions and introductory essays. 

 

Further information: Anita Corbin, Tel: 01823 662329 or mob: 07802 613911 

www.corbinogradystudio.co.uk  

 

Press information and images from Jane Adkins, Tel 01935 813114 or email: 

jane@aheadforpr.co.uk or visit: www.aheadforpr.co.uk  

 

For more information on the National Portrait Gallery, visit: www.npg.org.uk   or contact 

Eleanor Macnair, Tel: 0207 321 6620 or emacnair@npg.org.uk   

 

Note to Editors: Dorothy Hodgkin will join 11 other British scientists by Corbin O’Grady 

Studio in the collection: 

Sir Michael Frances Atiyah 

Donald Eric Broadbent 

Robert Edwards 

http://www.corbinogradystudio.co.uk/
mailto:jane@aheadforpr.co.uk
http://www.aheadforpr.co.uk/
http://www.npg.org.uk/
mailto:emacnair@npg.org.uk


Anthony Hewish 

Sir James Whyte Black 

John Maynard Smith 

Michael Boris Green 

César Milstein 

Joe Farman  

Frederick Sanger 

Sir Geoffrey Wilkinson 

About Corbin O’Grady Studio 

 

Anita and John, of Corbin O’Grady Studio, have been working together since 1984 and 

moved their business from London to Wellington in 2001.    

 
Corbin O’Grady Studio specialises in making people look good.  Commissions range from 

portraiture using complicated lighting set ups to lifestyle photography under natural light.  

The Studio also has years of experience in carrying out creative photography for businesses 

as well as assignments at schools and colleges and they specialise in producing high quality 

images for prospectuses and other corporate literature. They also excel in the making 

portraits of top business people for annual reports having worked for blue chip 

organisations such as ICI plc and Boots plc.  

And, as the portraits of the British scientists reveal, they are also experts at shooting 

editorial portraits. 
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